Illinois Wesleyan University

Digital Commons @ IWU
John Wesley Powell Student Research
Conference

2005, 16th Annual JWP Conference

Apr 16th, 1:15 PM - 2:30 PM

Language Deficiency and the Occupational Attainment of Mexican
Immigrants
Elizabeth Planas
Illinois Wesleyan University

Michael Seeborg, Faculty Advisor
Illinois Wesleyan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc

Planas, Elizabeth and Seeborg, Faculty Advisor, Michael, "Language Deficiency and the
Occupational Attainment of Mexican Immigrants" (2005). John Wesley Powell Student
Research Conference. 23.
https://digitalcommons.iwu.edu/jwprc/2005/posters2/23

This Event is protected by copyright and/or related rights. It has been brought to you by Digital
Commons @ IWU with permission from the rights-holder(s). You are free to use this material in any
way that is permitted by the copyright and related rights legislation that applies to your use. For
other uses you need to obtain permission from the rights-holder(s) directly, unless additional rights
are indicated by a Creative Commons license in the record and/ or on the work itself. This material
has been accepted for inclusion by faculty at Illinois Wesleyan University. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@iwu.edu.
©Copyright is owned by the author of this document.

THE JOHN WESLEY POWELL STUDENT RESEARCH CONFERENCE - APRIL 2005

Poster Presentation P46

LANGUAGE DEFICIENCY AND THE OCCUPATIONAL ATTAINMENT
OF MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS

Elizabeth Planas and Michael Seeborg*
Economics Department, Illinois Wesleyan University

The number of Mexican immigrants that have entered the U.S. has greatly increased over
the past decade. The occupational attainment of these immigrants provides insight into
how successful they are in the host country and language deficiency has an effect on this
occupational attainment. By controlling for language proficiency, human capital
characteristics and other variables from the IPUMS database, this project uses probit
analysis to predict the probability that an immigrant will be employed in a favorable
occupation in the U.S. Results show that language deficiency reduces the probability of
attaining a favorable occupation, but having no English language skills decreases the
probability by a lesser amount than if the immigrant had any English language skills.
This information is important to the analysis of immigration policy and to language
training for immigrants in the United States.

